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Summary of Spacecraft Controls

Cat XV Before Export Control Reform

Revised USML

Cat XV
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Revised CCL

ECCN 9x515

Worldwide license, including Canada for 
“Spacecraft” in ECCN 9A515.a.1, .a.2, .a.3, or .a.4, 
or items in 9A515.g,

25% de minimis, except 0% for China and other 
D:5 countries.

STA eligible for A:5, except for “spacecraft” in 
ECCN 9A515.a.1, .a.2, .a.3, or .a.4 or items in 
9A515.g and certain software and technology
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in 9A515.x.
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Items Transferred to CCL

• Satellites
- Commercial Communication Satellites

- Lower-Performance Remote Sensing Satellites

- Planetary Rovers

- Planetary and Interplanetary Probes

- Certain logistics spacecraft

• Related systems for the above:
- Ground control systems

- Training simulators 

- Test, inspection, and production equipment

- Radiation hardened microelectronics 

• Parts and components of satellite bus and payloads not listed on 
USML
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Order of Review - Spacecraft
(Supp. No. 4 to part 774)

• Review USML Category XV
– Specifically enumerated items

– “Catch-all” controls and ITAR definition of “specially 
designed”

• If not on the USML, review the CCL
– Review applicable 9x515 ECCN

• Specifically enumerated items

• “Catch-all” controls and EAR definition of “specially designed”

• Note: the following ECCNs supersede 9A515.x:
– ECCNs for microelectronic circuits and discrete electronic components

– 3A001.b.4, 3A001.b.8, 7A004, 7A104, 9A004

– ECCNs containing “space qualified” as a control criterion

– Review other applicable non-9x515 ECCNs

4



9x515 Framework

• .a - .w: specifically enumerated 
end items, materials, parts, 
components, accessories, and 
attachments
– Some items may be “specially 

designed”

• .x: “specially designed” parts, 
components, accessories, and 
attachments that are not 
specifically enumerated

• .y: items that would otherwise 
be within scope of 9A515.x but 
that have been identified in 
interagency-cleared CCATS      
(§ 748.3(e))

9A515
CCL 
Category
0-9

Product 
Group 
A-E

“5” is used to distinguish from 
600 series and dual-use items 
not previously in USML Cat XV  

Last two 
characters 
reference 
USML Cat XV
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9x515 Framework

• Subject to same scope of controls as 600 
series items

– NS1, RS1, and AT1 generally

– MT for some items; RS2 for some items

• License applications for Country Group D:5 
reviewed consistent with ITAR § 126.1

– Policy of denial for Country Group E:1 and China
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License Exceptions

• 9x515 generally eligible for many license 
exceptions 

• Review § 740.2

– MT controls on some 9A515 items

– 9A515 items controlled for MT reasons are eligible 
for certain provisions of TMP, RPL, TSU, or AVS if 
exported as part of a spacecraft in quantities 
appropriate for replacement parts (§
740.2(a)(5)(i))

7



License Exception STA

• 9x515 generally eligible for STA for Country 
Group A:5

– Certain spacecraft in 9A515.a require eligibility 
request

– “Spacecraft” in ECCN 9A515.a.1, .a.2, .a.3, or .a.4, 
or items in 9A515.g are not eligible for STA 

– Software in 9D515.b, .d, or .e and technology in 
9E515.b, .d, .e, or .f are not eligible for STA
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Export Considerations

• India
– NASA/ISRO

– Domestic Indian Programs

– CubeSats
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9x515 License Destinations
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9x515 Export Volume 
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Recent 9A515 Changes  

• August 30, 2018
– Added spacecraft thrusters as 9A515.h (with MT1 control) per 

industry request for clarification 

• May 23, 2019
– Added air-launch platforms as 9A004.g (with NS1 control) per 

2018 Wassenaar Arrangement agreement

• January 6, 2020
– Added certain geospatial imagery software specially designed 

for training a Deep Convolutional Neural Network as 0D521 
(with RS1 control) 
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Contact Information

BIS Website:

• BIS Website (doc.gov)

• Export Administration Regulations (EAR) (doc.gov)

Technical and Licensing Questions on Satellites: Office of National Security and Technology 
Transfer Controls

• Jason Chauvin, Jason.Chauvin@bis.doc.gov

Regulatory Interpretation and Transition Guidance

• Regulatory Policy Division: rpd2@bis.doc.gov , 202-482-2440
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